
Hello Lion Families,  

   It was fantastic seeing so many of you last week at our third annual Storybook       
Character Parade.  This event is always a fun way to celebrate literacy throughout our campus 
as students and teachers dressed up as their favorite characters from books of many different 
genres.  We also enjoyed having many of our Bay Lake families with us to cheer on our students 
and staff! 

 I want to remind you to continue to monitor your child’s i-Ready usage as this is individu-
alized practice to aid in increasing reading and math skills.  It is recommended that students 
spend 45 minutes each week for each subject, Reading and Math. This is an excellent computer 
based program that strengthens students’ academic abilities when used consistently.    

 In closing, I would like to thank those of you who have volunteered to present to our 
students for Teach-In on Wednesday, November 14th.  This is always a fun event for the entire 
community.  If you are interested in assisting, please contact the school office.  Also, don’t forget 
that our school will not be open beginning November 19th through the 23rd in observance of 
the Thanksgiving Holiday.  I wish you all continued blessings and hope you will be able to spend 
some precious time with your family and friends during the Thanksgiving Holiday.   

Warmest Regards,  

A Message from the Principal 

LION’S ROAR 
Upcoming 
Events 
 
November 2 
Picture Make-Up Day 
College PRIDE 
 
November 5 
SAC Meeting at 5:30 
 
November 7 - 13 
Book Fair 
 
November 8 - 9 
5th Grade Trip 
to Camp Winona 
 
November 13 
PTO Meeting at 6:30 
 
November 14 
Teach-In 
 
November 15 
Kindergarten Breakfast 
 
November 16 
Field Day 
Science Fair 
Progress Reports 
 
November 19 - 23 
Thanksgiving Break 
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Our Storybook Character Parade 



We had a wonderful Book Character Parade! The students enjoyed showing off their favorite storybook character 
costumes and learning about some of their classmates’ and teachers’ favorite characters, too. We hope our parents 
enjoyed viewing the parade as well! 
 
With November brings our 2nd Scholastic Book Fair.  This book fair is just in time for students to pick up some new 
books to read over the Thanksgiving Holiday.  The book fair will run from November 7th – November 13th. The 
hours will be from 9:00a.m. – 3:00p.m. daily.  Parents are able to shop with their children before school from    
8:15 – 8:45a.m. and during your child’s lunch time.  Students will not be allowed to shop before school if they are 
not with a parent or guardian. 
 
Student library books are due back before the Thanksgiving Holiday.  Please be sure to remind your child that 
their books are due back by Wednesday, November 14th. 
 
Lastly, our AR point club is growing quickly!  Currently we have 8   
students in the 100 point club, 27 students in our 50 point club, and 
87 students in our 25 point club.  
  
Happy Reading!! 
 

Mrs. Kovar 

Mrs. Kovar’s Korner 
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PTO Highlights Afterschool Programs 
 
Mondays: 
 Fierce Athletics Cheerleading 
 Bricks 4 Kidz   
 Junior Golf    
 Sarah’s Spanish School  
 
Tuesdays 
 Advanced Spanish 
 GGS Soccer    
 Dramatic Education   
  
Thursdays 
 JB Mobile Gymnastics  
 Music After School Piano  
 Music After School Guitar  
 TGA Tennis    
 

Dear Lion Families, 

It’s that time of year to give thanks for the many blessings we have. 
As a parent, I am so thankful for the community and staff that make 
up Bay Lake Elementary. We have had an amazing first few years! 
I hope that PTO is able to continue creating opportunities for lasting 
memories for you and your child in the years to come. 

The PTO is excited to announce that this year’s Winterfest Food 
Truck Night & Auction will be December 14th from 5-8 pm. There 
will be lots of holiday activities and shopping available. Be on the 
lookout for more information just after Thanksgiving Break. 

Please remember that we meet the second Tuesday of every month 
at 6:30p.m. and we would love to see you there. Parent volunteers 
are what make our group successful and we can never have too 
many! 

Thank you for your continued support! 

Respectfully, 

Tammy Forrester 
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Meet Our Teacher Teams! 
Kinder 
Our Kindergarten Lions are continuing to learn about how to recognize different types of text as well as strategies for figuring out unknown 
words when reading. In Math, please ask your child to tell you about some of the different counting strategies we are using. The children are 
now looking forward to Bay Lake's Annual Kindergarten Thanksgiving Breakfast. We can't wait to see you all there to celebrate this time of 
friendship and love! 

1st Grade 
Happy November, it’s the last month of autumn! At this time of year, the words that often come to mind may be friends, family, and thankful. 
Our first graders have been learning that our classrooms are our school family, with responsibilities and privileges. As we continue to grow 
within our school family, the First Grade team works to move our students towards more independence, both academically and in taking own-
ership of choices that bring positive outcomes.  
 

In Reading, our students will be using illustrations and details in stories to describe characters, settings, and events. They will also be         
comparing and contrasting the adventures and experiences of characters in stories. As mathematicians, our students will be learning various 
addition and subtraction place value strategies. In Writing, we will be focusing on narrative writing in literature using events, details, tem-
poral words, and a closure. We are full of thanks that each day is a new adventure at Bay Lake, and are looking forward to a week of 
Thanksgiving at the end of this month to enjoy our families!  

2nd Grade 
It’s hard to believe that we are already in the month of November and the holidays are right around the corner. Our Second Grade Lions 
had a blast participating in the Storybook Character Parade! There were lots of different charters represented and a great demonstration of 
creativity. In Reading this month, students are learning about how to identify different types of text features in an informational text. In Math, 
we are learning about two-digit word problems using our C.U.B.E.S strategy. In Writing, we have started our opinion writing unit. We are 
excited for the month of November as we watch our students grow!  

4th Grade 
In Mathematics, students are currently learning about factors, multiples, patterns, and prime and composite numbers. In Reading, students con-
tinue to study the elements in prose, drama, and poetry. Students worked to compare different styles of text and identify the different points 
of view and how this affects their understanding of the text. The Science Fair final project is Due November 5th.  
 
Students are expected to read nightly for 30 minutes and take at least one AR quiz each week with a score of 85% or higher. As a reminder, 
continue to check Class Dojo for important announcements from your child’s teacher.  

5th Grade 
Hello 5th Grade parents! We are officially done with our first 9 week marking period. Your students are making great progress and we are 
extremely proud of them.  Please remember that our 5th grade Camp Winona field trip is right around the corner. All announcements and 
procedures for the trip will be sent home soon with your child. Also, we ask that you continue to support your child as they work to complete 
their Science project. They have a few more weeks to turn in the project in it's entirety.  Lastly, please help us encourage our scholars to log 
into i-Ready as well as read for 30 minutes nightly.  
 
Thank you parents for all you do! 

3rd Grade 
This month in Third Grade, we will be working on comparing and contrasting two stories with the same or similar characters, setting, plot, or 
theme.  In class students are still working through the close reading process to enhance their learning in all academic areas. Through this pro-
cess, students may read a text multiple times so that they can go deeper in their understanding and application of the standards. In Math, the 
students are finishing up patterns in operations and moving on to two-step word problems. In Science, students will continue learning about 
basic forms of energy. Lastly, in Writing students are learning how to unpack a prompt and respond to an opinion piece using text evidence.  

Congratulations Lions for Earning Principal’s Honor Roll! 



Thank You to  
Our Sponsors! 

Character Trait of the Month 

RESPONSIBILITY 
Responsibility is the ability to take ownership for one’s choices and actions. Students who 
are responsible are reliable, dependable, and prepared. Show that you  are responsible 
by always doing your best! 
 

Want to learn more about responsibility?  
Check out these great books from our Bay Lake media center: 
· Hank Zipzer: Stop that Frog! By Henry Winkler ·EllRay Jakes Walks the Plank by Sally Warner 

· The Harlem Charade  by Natasha Tarpley  ·One Vote, Two Votes, I Vote, You Vote  by Bonnie Worth 

Meet Kacey Foust, Instructional Coach at Bay Lake Elementary! 
As an instructional coach, Mrs. Foust supports teachers and students with 
day-to-day classroom instruction and learning. Each week she meets with 
K-5 teachers to collaboratively plan lessons for all subject areas. She also 
supports teachers in tracking and using student achievement data in order 
to cater classroom instruction and interventions to students’ individual 
needs. In addition to these roles, Mrs. Foust serves our staff as a mentor 
teacher where she models instructional strategies for new and seasoned 
teachers as they refine their craft.  

In addition to her role as instructional support coach, Mrs. Foust also coordinates Bay Lake’s 
STEAM Club and Science Olympiad team. These students meet Wednesday mornings to partici-
pate in science-based inquiries and learning experiences. 

Featured Staff Member of the Month 


